Why can’t I use translators?
Translators and online dictionaries that function as translators are prohibited in this class.  Not only is the use of translators considered cheating, but they will also give you wrong answers.  Let’s look for example at one of the most popular and advanced online translation tools, Google Translate.  First, let’s read the following passage written by a Spanish 2 student.

Luisa toca el piano muy bien. Es tonta en la escuela, pero es muy inteligente para la música.  Pedro toca el piano muy mal. No es inteligente para la música. José toca el piano peor que Pedro.  No es tonta en la escuela, pero para la música sí es muy tonta. Como es pobre, su madre le da lecciones de piano.

Now, go to translate.google.com and type in this exact same passage.  Read the translation Google Translate provides for you.  Is this a good translation?
If you use a translator to translate your English ideas into Spanish to turn in as practice or evidence, this is the quality of Spanish I would see.  It would be very poor, incorrect Spanish, and it would be obvious you used a translator.
Luckily, there is an amazingly awesome website to help you with your practice and evidence!  

The Best Online Dictionary Ever Invented

The one and only online dictionary allowed: www.wordreference.com. Let’s look up a word!  Make sure the tab is set English-Spanish. Look up the word bull.
1. What does sustantivo  mean? _________________

2. What does countable mean? _________________
3. How do you say bull (countable) in Spanish? ________________

4. Is this noun masculine or feminine in Spanish? ________________

5. How do you know? ____________
6. What does uncountable mean? ___________________

7. How do you say bullfight in Spanish? ______________________

8. Look in the “compound forms” section.  How would you say “take the bull by the horns” in Spanish? __________________________________________________________________

9. Look in the “forums” section.  How would you say “Cut through the bull”?

__________________________________________________________________

10. Now look up another animal.  What animal did you look up? ______________________

11. Is it a masculine or feminine noun? __________________________

12. How do you say it in Spanish? _____________________________

13. What’s another word or phrase you found on this page in the “compound forms” or “forums” section?
____________________________________________________________________
